JANUARY, 188s. 


THE MONTH. 


Ovr readers will find in another part of the present number the fall programme of 
the meetings to be held in London in connexion with the Week of United Prayer, 
extending from the 4th to the 11th of this month. The West-end meetings will be held 
in Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, at half-past eleven o'clock 
daily, and the addresses at these will be delivered by eminent ministers connected 
with various Christian Churches. The South London Branch of the Alliance have 
also arranged for a series of meetings on the Sarrey side of the river, to be held in 
different localities. The Young Men's Christian Association will also have daily 
meetings in Exeter Hall ; and other series of gatherings have been arranged for the 
Conference Hall, Mildmay Park ; the Centenary Hall, Bishopsgate Street ; the Con- 
ference Hall, Eccleston Square; and the Church Rooms connected with St. Paul's, 
Onslow Square. These meetings are intended to be chiefly of a devotional character. 
Arrangements of a similar natare have been made, we have no doubt, in a very great 
namber of places both at home and abroad. Indeed, we have no hesitation in saying 
that we hope to receive accounts which will show that every year the Week of Prayer 
is observed with greater earnestness, and over an ever-expanding area. This method 
of entering on a new year has commended itself more and more to all sections of the 
Christian Church. It is fitted at once to foster the spirit of consecration to God, 
and to cherish the feelings of brotherhood towards one another which should cha- 
racterize all the followers of the Lord. 


As December came in, the Mission in the East of London was being finally wound 
up by the closing address to the workers. The movement was carried on with an 
astonishing degree of energy, both in regard to the number of agents associated with 
it and the amount of labour they went through. It was a remarkable circumstance 
that the different parties in the Church threw themselves unitedly into the effort, 
although, as was natural, they worked on their own respective lines. The Rev. , 
Daniel Moore remarked, with the greatest justice, that the spectacle of such vast - 
multitudes moved by a common sacred impulse, was a most striking one, and it is 
to be hoped that results have been left behind of enduring value. Perhaps it may 
appear as if the temporary excitement which made itself manifest were destined 
simply to pass away and be lost in the current of never-ending interests; but the 
great day, we trust, will reveal the fact that in answer to much toil and many 
prayers, some souls have been rescued from ungodliness and brought to a 
knowledge of salvation. 
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The announcement that Dr. Trench- has been compelled by the infirmities of 
advancing years to resign his active duties as Archbishop of Dublin has been 
received with general regret. The resignation was made to the United Synods of 
Dublin, Glendalongh, and Kildare, as to them fell the daty of electing « successor. 
Dr. Trench’s devotion to the interests of the Church over which he presided has 
been proved by the fact that he gave as his yearly contribation £1,000 out of his 
income of £2,500. He has also surrendered the whole of his income on his retire- 
ment, although legally entitled to retain it. While these facts recommend him to 
the honourable regard of all sections of the community, the value of his contributions 
to theological literature have secured him a high place in the judgment of biblical 
students. His two books especially, on the “ Miracles” and the “ Parables,” are 
to be found in almost every minister's library. He was aleo gifted with a litile 
touch of poetic genius. Lord Plunkett has been since elected to the Archbishopric. 


We are glad to learn that Mr. Alderman Nottage has announced his intention 
of following the good example set by Mr. Alderman Fowler when he was Lord 
Mayor. His lordship has intimated that he will not resume State attendance at 
church on Sundays during his mayoralty. He says he cannot see why a Lord 
Mayor, who is admittedly one of the hardest-worked men in London, should be 
deprived of the day of rest. - He will, however, contribute to public objects as 
liberally as if he were present at the services: This decision will give pleasure to 
all who think that State ceremonial is not exactly the best way for keeping holy 
the day of rest. 


=. 


The death of Canon Girdlestone has removed one to whom the agricultural 
labourers of the South and West of England owe a large debt of gratitade. 
Taking pity on their poor condition, Mr. Girdlestone exerted himself most vigorously 
to remove a number of them from the districts where wages were very low to the 
Northern districts, where wages were higher and more hands required. His well- 
meant efforts were much misunderstood, and exposed him to a good deal of hostility. 
But he finaHy succeeded in accomplishing his philanthropic efforts. Men like the 
late Canon do a great deal to remove the alienation and bitterness of feeling which, 
unfortunately, exists in many quarters towards the Charch, and thus accomplish a 
good work both for society and for the Christian cause. 


The death of the Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Bradford, removes one who had 
occupied the conspicuous position of Chairman of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales. Dr. Campbell was at one time Minister of Albany Street 
Church, Edinburgh, now ocenpied by the Rev. John Pulsford. He had, however, 


for a long space of years been Pastor of Horton Lane Church, Bradford, in 
connexion with which his name will be best remembered. 


After our last number went to press, the news was received of the death of the 
Dean of Gloucester. Mr, Law had held that position for twenty-two years, having 
been appointed in 1862 by Lord Palmerston. The Church of England, and 
especially the Evangelical party; have sustained a great Joss in the death of Dean 
Law. He had only lately published a new work on the Epistle to the Ephesians, 


An interesting movement is going on in India, having for its object the 
amelioration of the condition of Hindu women by preventing early marriages and 
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permitting the marriage of widows. According to Hindu custom, marriages are 
arranged by the parents while the parties are yet infants. In consequence of this, 
many are made widows by law and castom while yet they are mere children in years. 
Their condition becomes one of hopelessness and misery, as they are not allowed to 
mafry sgain, although, in the proper sense, they have never been married at all. 
Out of this condition of things an immense amount of evil emerges ; and all who 
have wished to elevate the condition of Hindu society have recognized in this 
custom one of the most formidable barriers in their way. We are glad to observe 
that the subject has been taken up by some men of mark among the Hindus 
themselves. It is also announced that a leading priest or Brahmin has given 
decision to the effect that their sacred books do not require the observance of such a 
custom. We may, therefore, hope that it will soon be abolished, just as the burning 
of widows and the offering of human sacrifices have already been done away with. 


An event of very great political significance has taken place in the passing into 
law of the new measure of Reform. In its political aspect it is not within our 
province to discuss it, but it claims the interest of the Christian Churches, as there 
is no doubt it will tell most powerfally on the history of the fature. There is now 
more need than ever for every effort to be put forth to diffuse the principles of the 


Gospel throughout the masses of the people. This can be our only hope for 
securing justice, wisdom, and proper feeling in the administration of national affairs. 
When the power rests more than ever in the hands of the people, it is more than 
ever necessary to look to it that they are taught to use it aright. We have no 
doubt that all Christian bodies will recognize the fact, and bestir themselves to 
meet the exigencies of the case. If this is done as it ought to be, we may trust that 
England will become still more emphatically a Christian country, and our people 
that happy people “ whose God is the Lord.” 


The West African Conference held at Berlin will have a very important 
effect on the future history of the Dark Continent. It may be said that effectual 
measures have been taken to secure the immense region, of which the Congo is the 
mighty waterway, from the dreadful evils of the slave-trade, and to open up for it 
the path to civilization. The eyes of the Churches have already been turned 
eagerly to that most interesting quarter. Now, however, they may be encouraged 
to make greater efforts. Everything promises to be in their favour; free commerce 
and a guarantee for peace will enable them to push on their stations and prosecute 
their labours with cheering prospects of success. Perhaps the time is not so very 
far distant when in its widest, sense “Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hands 
unto God.” 


It has been officially announced that the first Report of the Royal Commission 


on the Housing of the Working Classes cannot be issued befote Easter. The 


autumnal meetings have been chiefly occupied in discussing parts of the draft 


Report, but at the meeting on the 5th ult., the Commissioners decided to adjoarn 
till Feb. 20, The reason of this is the very great importance of many of the points 
under consideration. The delay is to: be regretted, but it was apparently unavoid- 
able; and in a matter of so much importance it is better to take ample time for 


consideration than to make # mistake which it may be afterwards found hard to 


remedy. 


the present year. An amendment, however, was moved by the Rev. H. Lindsay 
Young, Vicar of St. John’s, Portsea, and, after a stormy discussion, carried by a 
majority, which was as follows: “That, inasmuch as it bas been the usual custom 


of the secret societies called ‘The Society of the Holy Cross ’ and ‘The Oonfraternity . 
‘of the Blessed Sacrament,’ which had been denounced by the Archbishop and 
Bishops in Convocation as an organized conspiracy to Romanize the Church of Eng- 
land, under such grave and painful circumstances it is not advisable to invite the 
Church Congress to this town.” After this amendment was carried, the Vicar of 
Portemouth rose and said: “ Notwithstanding what has taken place to-day, the 
Church Congress shall come here. The Council have invited them ; and I have a 
paper to the same effect here, already numerously signed, and which will be warmly 
taken up.” 


The Kensington Branch of the Church Missionary Society held its first annual 
meeting in the Kensington Vestry on the Srd ult., under the presidency of the 
Bishop of London. Sir Richard Temple moved the first resolution, and spoke most 
decisively to the value of the work which missionaries had accomplished in India. 
Referring to a report which had been circulated that a gentleman in high position 
had declared “ that the principal result of missions in India had been to teach the 
natives to speak provincial English in a sort of smattering way, and to acquire a 
craving for cheap baize and bonnets,” Sir Richard said: “As one witness .out 
of many, I am this day standing before you to testify most explicitly to the reality and 
merits of the work you are asked to support; I say, I am ready to be cross-examined, 
and to stand my ground to the fire of questions. If you ask any questions of me 
regarding India, I em ready to answer them.” Sir Richard took up the points 
seriatim, and bore emphatic testimony to the character of the missionaries, the zeal 
with which they laboured, and the moral influence they exerted on the whole com- 
munity. Evidence like this ought to silence that disparagement which the speaker 
justly characterized as being “a very cheap commodity, produced in it bates 

, and which will never stand experience or criticism.” | 


Instead of the usual half-yearly meeting of the London Congregational 
Union in October, a devotional meeting was held on Tuesday, December 9, in 
the Library of the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street. Mr, W. Holborn, Chairman 
of the London Union, presided, and in the course of his speech remarked that “‘ we 
have now our own mission halls and mission stations, and have been breught, as 
shown by recent pamphlets, face to face with the deepest needs, temporal and spiritual, 
of the poor of this metropolis. We have had to administer in extreme cases 
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The Islington Clerical Meeting is to be held on the 18th inst. This stated 
gathering of the Evangelical clergy has now taken place fur more than half a 
century. The topics discussed have always been largely both practical and spiritaal. 
| Two of the important subjects to be dealt with on the present coccasion are 
| “ Spiritual Life in the Church of England” and “ Preaching for the Times.” The 
) place of meeting is to be Bishop Wilson’s Memorial Hall, Church Street. 
: = On Wednesday, Dec. 3, a public meeting was held in Portsmouth, under the 
4 presidency of the Mayor, with the object on the part of its promoters of addressing 
4 an invitation to the Church Congress to hold their meeting in that borough daring 
‘ "for the promoters of the Church Congress to annually invite as speakers, and to give 
4 a locus standi on the platform as representatives of the Church of England, members 
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eleemosynary aid, feeding the starving and comforting the sorrowful and destitute, 
in humble example of the Master himself.” 

The Rev. D. Bloomfield James, of Addiscombe, made some excellent observa- 
tions on spiritual devotion and spiritual action. He ssid that to them religion was 
not a high and dry creed, but a real life. In the great activities of the nineteenth 
centary, thére was a danger of overlooking spiritual devotion. Prayer was needfal, 
but the outward life of many City merchants swallowed up their spiritual life. Not 
enough time was spent in devotion, and the result was that their spiritual life had 
no root, and soon withered away. Spiritual devotion stored up great spiritual forces 
im the heart. There could be no great spiritual work in the world without silent 
preparation. So it was with Moses, with David, and with the Lord himself. The 
Pentecostal Church spent ten days in prayer. Time must be spent in rest, and 
meditation. Some Christians spent all their time in devotion, but all high thoughts 
and strong emotions must be translated into outward deeds. ‘Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh.” When there was life-sap in the tree it must 
express itself in the leaf. Even the mystics went forth to heal the sick and relieve 


the poor. 


On Tuesday, December 9, the annual meeting was held in connexion with the 
Pastors’ College, and Mr. Spurgeon had so far recovered as to be able to be present. 
In the matter of statistics, he mentioned that daring the twenty-eight years in 

the has in existence, 688 men had been received, and had 
forth as pastors and missionaries, 47 had fallen asleep, and 572 were still 
of the Lord; 14 had settled in pastorates since their 

during the same period, those who had been trained in the 

College reported the baptism of 58,173 persons, and an increase in church member- 


be long spared to preach the Gospel there. A telegram was also read by the Presi- 
dent from his other son, Charles, stating that he was sorry he could not be with 
them, and concluding, ‘‘God bless you and the Pastors’ College!” The last 
speech of the evening was from the Rev. Thomas Spurgeon, who said that he 
had no cause to regret that seven years ago he sailed to the Antipodes, or 


visit to England he had received contributions to the extent of £2,500. Besides 
financial help, he had received a present of a clock from his brother's congregation 
at Greenwich, and his beloved father had given him what he should prize more than 
anything else, and that was the Bible from which he used to preach in New Park 
Street Chapel. Mr. Spurgeon’s friends and admirers would have rejoiced if 
he could have been spared long enough from his great work at Newington to 
accompany his son to the Antipodes. Such a long rest might have completely 
re-established his health, and served to lengthen his valuable life. - 


Sunday, December 14, was appointed by the Wesleyan Methodist Conference 
as the “Temperance Sunday” for the year. On this the Methodist Recorder 
observes : “ No one who knows the facts can doubt for a moment the need for the 
most strenuous exertions: £185,000,000 were spent in strong drink last year, and — 
only about £1,000,000 on Foreign Missions. During the last twelve years, while 


ship of 50,924. After a few other addresses, there came a touching farewell, addressed 
to the Rey. Thomas Spurgeon by his uncle, the Rev. James Spurgeon, who said that 
they grudged the new land the ministry it would have, and that they hoped he would 
that five years ago he took his second voyage across the world. God had greatly 
blessed him, and friends in Tasmania had greatly assisted him. During his present 


there are not men and women the miserable victims of strong drink. No one will 
read this article who can say, ‘No friend or relative of mine ever suffered through 
strong drink.’ The curse of intemperance is like the last and greatest plague of 


Egypt. There is not a home in which there is not one dead. [Every one must 


the Gospel law, nor false and merely outward profession, but the being ashamed to 
confess truth of which men were secretly convinced. Under this head the Canon 
gave an account of a West-end dinner party fifty years ago, when a guest, rather 
than take part in a conversation utterly derogatory to Jesus Christ, ordered his 
carriage, with the permission of his host, saying with ‘perfect courtesy that he was 
sorry to retire, but that he was still a Christian. This guest was Bir Robert Peel. 


On Saturday, December 6, a crowded and thoroughly representative meeting of 
school managers and teachers was held at the Society of Arts, to discuss and promote 
the movement to establish penny dinners in the more necessitous parts of the 
metropolis. The movement may be said to be in its infancy at present, but the 
meeting and the success of experiments already made will do much to extend this 
very useful and feasible institution. At the meeting, Mr. Mundella said that it 
could not be wrong to give for a penny to the children that which cost a penny, 
while at the same time it conferred an enormous benefit upon them ; but then they 
came to the more dangerous part of the question—what was to be done with those 
who had not got the penny? He believed, in spite of all theories as to pauperisa- 
tion, that these children would have to be helped, although that help might be fenced 
round as much as possible. Let them strengthen the law as to parental responsi- 
bility. Everybody had rights in England but the children, and there was nothing 
that could be done that was bad for the children that was not excused by lew. 
Everything short of really starving them to death kept the parents outside the law. 
Men and women might drink all they could lay their hands on, and bring their 
children almost to death’s door, but there was no punishment for it. He thought 
there ought to be, and he hoped they might be able to effect some changes in the 
direction of making a parent do his duty by the child. The School Board had no 
right to burden the rates in the direction of this cheap-foed movement, yet he thought 
they might most properly give as much countenance as the law permitted to it. 


Miss Franees Power Cobbe has a striking article in the Contemporary Review 
for December, entitled “ A Faithless World.” It is written in reply tc some out- 
spoken sentences of Mr. Justice Stephen, who has said plainly what many in these 
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the population has increased only 22 per cent, crime, panperism, and lunacy have 
increased 77 per cent. There is not a Christian congregation in the land in which 
% | fallen through intemperance. The very extent, the fatal familiarity, the curse, 
7: hardens our hearts and deadens our consciences. If there were only « few 
4 drunkards among us, our souls would be torn with anguish; there sre so many, 
a that we do not notice them.” 
% On Sunday, December 7, Canon Lidden preached an eloquent sermon in 8+. 
| 
Z where asserting itself, either boldly or insinuatingly, Ohristians are growing less 
f and less courageous, more and more fastidious. 
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days have only ventared to think—viz., that as human life is now described by 
science, “I do mot see what materials there are for religion, or indeed what would 
be the use of one, or why it is wanted. We can get on very well without one. The 
world seems to me a very good world, if it would only last.” Miss Cobbe thinks it 
necessary to face this idea. She proposes to test it by an anticipation of the chief 
of the downfall of such « religion as now prevails in Europe and 
ia. After tracing in detail the consequences that would ensus, Miss Cobbe 
adds, “I have only conjured up the nightmare of a ‘ Faithless World.’ God lives, 
aad in His light we shall see light.” : 


Intelligence has been received that a “labour agent” named Macniel has been 
sentenced to death in a Queensland Court on a charge of murder committed when 
kidnapping natives from New Guinea. This undoubtedly shows that the authorities 
of Queensland are on the alert, and are resolved to act vigorously. It is high time 
that ruffiatis like Macniel were convinced that the life of a savage is no less sacred 
- than the life of a civilized man. ; 


The 13th of December was the centenary of the death of Dr. Samuel Johnson. 
Besides his great literary reputation, Dr. Johnson has left behind him a character 
for remarkable courage, manliness, and downright honesty. In addition to these 
qualities, he was throughout all his life remarkable for deep-seated religious convic- 
tions. Perhaps there was a tinge of gloom in his religion, and also a little supersti- 
tion. It is pleasant to be assured, on the authority of Mrs. Hannah More, that 
before he reached the end of his long life, the dread of death which had haunted him 
through all his years was at last removed. He came to understand the grace of the 
Gospel more clearly, and his spirit became reconciled to the solemn change. His 
memory has been very warmly cherished, and deservedly so, for the example of his 
life is thoroughly stimulating and wholesome. 

Professor Blackie, ex-Professor of Greek in Edinburgh University, has lent 
himself to the Sunday Society, and given an address on a Sunday evening in 
Glasgow on the “Love Songs of Scotland.” His performance has met with no 


sympathy, even from the ordinary newspapers. Some good people have questioned 
whether the Scotch did not keep the Sabbath too strictly. There is no Christian 
man, however, who could have the slightest sympathy with the sneers and jokes in 
which the Professor saw fit to indulge. The keeping holy of the day of rest is 
essential to the piety of a people, and to the extension of the influence of the Gospel. 
When the sanctity of the day is gone, religion will soon follow. 


LITERARY. 


Iw the lower creatures we have many living parables of human life. The worst and 
better qualities of our nature are set before us in striking pictures to call forth our 
sympathy or detestation. The Bible, which has been well characterized as an “out- 
door book,” makes perpetual reference to the animate creation ; but, unfortunately, 
the point of the appeal is often lost, or at least deprived of its full significance, from 
our want of familiarity with the living objects. This want can be supplied to some 
degree by good books on the natural history of Palestine, and in this connexion we 
are glad to welcome “ Birds of the Bible,” in the shape of chats with children, by 
James Bowker, ¥.n.0.8.1. (Morgan and Scott)—a little volume in which the spiritual 


lessons are very carefully and pleasautly enforced. | i 
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China has remained a region of mystery and wonder more than any other of the 
kingdoms of the East. The appearance of a Chinaman in his long flowing garments 
of silk, hie uncouth slippers and long pigtail, is, perhaps, becoming too familiar in 
London and one or two other places to set people a-gazing; but in most places he 
would still excite the astonishment and sdmirstion of all beholders. There are 
great interests and great questions, moreover, now connected with China. Ourcom- 
merce with it is large, we have possessions along its coast, « large band of missionaries 
labour devotedly for its benefit, and, unfortunately, at the present moment war is 
going on between China and France. We are sure that all this will make very 


welcome a very copiously illustrated and clearly-written volume, called “ The Children 


of China, by One of their Friends” (Hodder and Stoughton). There is « vein of 
humour in it which makes it more attractive, as is indicated by the very titles of the 
four parts into which the book is divided—namely, “ The Celestial Empire,” “ The 
Gelestials,” “Things that are not Celestial,” and “ Things that are Celestial.” 


Sickness and bereavement are the two forms of affliction which seem to be most 
abundantly blessed, both to the spiritual life of the sufferer, and as a preparation for 
special forms of service. It is remarkable how often bodily weakness, which might 
seem at first sight an absolute hindrance to all forms of useful exertion, has been 
overruled by a kind and wite Providence to the accomplishment Af a large amount 
of good. This fact is very admirably illustrated by « biography of Miss Mary 
Shekelton, late Secretary of the Invalids’ Prayer Union, which has been published 
under the title, “ Chosen, Chastened, Crowned” (James Nisbet and Co.), and written 
by her sister, M. 8. It contains a very interesting account of the origin of the 
Invalids’ Prayer Union, and a number of little poems by Miss Shekelton. It isa book 
fall of comfort and stimulus to the suffering. 


The great objects to be aimed at in expounding the Word of God are to bring 
out in fall clearness the principles of the Divine dealing with men, and to urge the | 
daties which flow from these principles powerfully on the conscience. It is possible 
to read a good many religious books and learn nothing from them, because they are 
nothing but mere repetitions of the most familiar scriptural truths. Many, also, are 
so steeped in a maudlin kind of sentiment, that they tenfl rather to enervate than to 
brace the moral fibre of the soul. In contrast to all such weak and stale productions, 
we can most heartily recommend Dr. Maclaren's Sermons. They combine intellectual 
elevation with an evangelical spirit and vigorous moral force. The second series has 
just. appeared of the discourses constituting “A Year's Ministry” (Office of the 


Christian msrapeyr sgn Poy’ they are quite equal to the series we previously 
noticed. 


Is in thet white Protestant: ab large fill. vader 
the blight of Rationalism for a long period, and has not even yet emancipated itself 
from its palsying effects, yet a deep spirit of piety was never altogether destroyed by 
this predominant influence. It might rather seem as if religion had become more 
intense in the hearts of those who had to maintain the sacred fire against the 
chilling influence by which they were surrounded, A pietism, merging into mys- 
‘tacism, has found its home in Germany, but at the same time it has not lost itself 
in merely dreaming till it became quite unfitted for action. On the contrary, 
practical qualities, of shrewdness, jadgment, and decision, have often been found in 
company with the most simple and earnest gvangelical faith. We have before us 
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the life of “ Samuel Gobat, Bishop of Jerusalem” (James Nisbet and Co.), which 
is = good illustration of what we mean. The first part of the work is an anto- 
biography, and the rest has been added by other hands. The position he occupied 
at Jerusalem was a peculiar and delicate one, and the hopes entertained as to the 
results of founding the bishopric have not been realized. Bat though this may be 
so, the biography is interesting, and differs somewhat from the ordinary run of 
religious biographies, having a special interest of its own. : 


A really interesting book, which can be read from beginning to end without 
Aipping, is, after all, something of » rarity among the multitude of books. It 
becomes still better when it is not exhausted by one reading, but can be returned to 
with fresh relish. This can only be the case when real instraction is conveyed in 
@ piquant form. “The World of Proverb and Parable,” by Edwin Paxton Hood 
( Hodder and Stoughton), is a decidedly readable book, and follows well in the wake 
of the author's former works, The terse truths it deals with are aptly and abun- 
dantly illustrated from history, biography, and the anecdotical table-talk of all 
ages. It is a book to snatch up and open with the assurance that we will light on 


something good. 


There is no position in life which combines such elements of the purest gladness 
and the most weighty anxiety as that of the minister of the Gospel.” Both in the 
familiarity it gives with the sublime and consoling truths of revelation, and in the 
evidence which is occasionally afforded of the highest service rendered to the souls 
of others, it supplies a joy which they who experience it would not exchange for 
any earthly good. On the other hand, the responsibilities of the office are so great, 
and the tokens of failure appear to be so frequent, that the soul is often saddened 
and cast down, and asks, almost in despair, “‘ Who is sufficient for these things?” 
He who can bring good cheer and impart new strength to a labourer in the Gospel 
accomplishes a work that is doably blessed, for the effect goes beyond the man to 
the flock for whom he toils. Sach a task is attempted in an excellent book, “The 
Joy of the Ministry,” by the Rev. Frederic R. Wynne, u.a., Canon of Christ 
Church, Dublin (Hodder and Stoughton). It is the work of one who has made 
conscience of his work, and is able to speak from his own experience to his brethren 


in the sacred office. 


A REFLECTION. 
Wuar a very beantifal building is that newly erected church upon yonder eminence 
with its delicate spire pointed to heaven, representing, in the language of the M.P. 
for one of out Universities, “the perpetual Litany of Prayer” going ow within! 
Who was the architect, I wonder? His work seemed so faultless, and so appropriate 
to the purposes of its use. Is there any possibility of finding out the features of 
his own personal character and disposition by stadying the excellence of his work, 
and the grace and skilfulness by which it is distinguished? Oan we find out 
whether he was a Christian indeed, whether he was kind and compassionate to 
his subordinates—one who cared for the poor; or whether he was in himself hard, 
selfish, and indifferent to the welfare of others? Surely this inquiry can only be 
answered in the negative. His architectural skill is manifest, but we can obtain no 
farther insight into his individual character by the closest scrutiny of his work. 
Let us now reverently raise our minds and thoughts to the contemplation of the 
Supreme Architect of all things—the Maker of heaven and of earth—of whom the 


‘ 


lost in amazement, we give over the parsuit ; 
the conviction of His illimitable power, infinitade, omniscience, and omnipotence ; 
and of the insignificance of ourselves, and of the utmost attainments of human 
knowledge; in fine, that He is “ unsearchable and past finding out,” through His 


Himself? Yes; blessed be His holy name. “He spared not His own Son, but 
freely gave Him up for us all.” That divine Son hath manifested His Father's 
love and good-will towards us, throughout a life on the earth fall of tender pity 


_ and compassion—upbraiding none—“ able and willing to save to the uttermost all 


who come unto God by or through Him.” “I wy ane Onn,” in good- 
will towards men. “ For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (Jobn iii. 16). | HM 


THE STORY OF A ROYAL LUTHER, 


In 
THE LIFE OF FREDERICK IIL, ELE@TOR-PALATINE.* 


“ From the banks of the turbid Tiber, 
He heard the im boasts ; 


Dr. Honatrvs 


To those whose enjoyment of the picturesque in nature is deepened by the vivifying 


interest of stirring historical associations, there are not many places where both are so 
felicitously combined as in the Rhenish Palatinate, the ancient home of the ancestors of 
our excellent and beloved Queen Victoria. In the far past, it was the battle-ground of 
conflicting families of the human race ; Kelts and old Germans struggling for the mastery, 
till at length all were brought under the civilizing, even if stern, dominion of the Romans. 
Then came the wave of new life over Europe, when, fresh with the strength gained in their 
primeval forests, the hardy sons of unsubdued Germany swept the empire of Rome and 
the corrupt old world out of the path of human progress; and late researches declare much 
probability in the belief that it was not far from the venerable town of Alzey here, by the 
village of Albig now supposed to be the Roman Tolbiacum, that Clovis, in 496, achieved 
one of his greatest victories, after which he professed himself a Christian. Very soon after- 
wards’ came the heralds of a nobler and more lasting civilization, preaching ‘‘the faith of 
Jesus Christ ;” and almost two centuries before the Popish emissary, Boniface, arrived, 
Christianity was rooted in this district. The various peculiarities of the true “ Holy 
Catholic Church ” as distinguished from that of Papal Rome, which has too long usurped 
a title and place not hers, are apparent in these real successors of the apostles ; the mar- 


* The facts upon which this sketch is are taken from various German sourees, 


grounded 
brief “ Life” of i “ 
wae: Werle, published by “ The Evangelical Society 
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Psalmist writes, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
showeth His handy work ;” and, im all humility of mind, inquire whether, while 
filled with awe and admiration at His boundless power, and the ekilfalness of His 
hands, we can by the examination of these, and by the sid of every meane that 
science can farnish us with, discover His divine character of love and good-will 
3 towards men? Must not this inquiry be likewise answered in the negative? 
ol? Fresh and still more wonderful discoveries of His handy works we may make, until, 
| 
i 7 works. Is there, then, no means by which we can arrive at a true knowledge of 
i His mind, character, and disposition towards us—the creatures He hath formed for 
| 
And the spell of an ancient banner 
, That never was known to yield.” 
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reflected from things 


Bess of character shown by Frederick 111; and his firmness to Bible truth and Protestant 
principle, under all trial, exhibit an honourable example to all his descendants. He was 
born in the Castle of Simmern, in Bavaria, on February 14, 1515. His father was a man 
of strong artistic tendencies, and his mother was famed as a good and gentle Princess. 
Frederick early showed a love for science and great talent in acquiring languages, and, 
while yet very young, he was sent to study statesmanship in Brussels at the Court of 
Charles v. Daring this period he distinguished himself in the war against the Turks, 
when he was only eighteen years of age. 

Through Frederick, our Royal line claim not only their second relationship with the 
Hohenzollerns, but also with the old Polish monarchs. In 1537, he married Maria, 
daughter of Casimir of Brandenburg, whese mother was a Princess of the reigning family 
of Poland, and who was celebrated as a warrior, and for his swift and severe suppression 
of the peasants’ rebellion. This marriage proved the joy and blessing of Frederick's life, 
for his wife, though but seventeen, had an able and caltivated mind, and was a truly 
Christian Protestant. Maria sought eagerly to win her husband to the trath by laying 
Lather's writings before him, aud, above all, by persuading him into searching God’s 
Holy Word, “whether those things were so ;” and, to a sincere and religious mind like 
Frederick’s, the natural consequence Was that he soon became convinced that what we 
now call Protestantism was bat the revival of Apostolie Christianity, so long trodden 


© That is, 20 called; sce Dr. Wbrard’s lately published “Bonifatius, der Zerstérer des 
colambanischen Kirchenthums auf dem Festlande.” 


tinge of the clergy, the sending out of missionaries by twelves, the denial of saint-worship 
and purgatory, with its prayers for the dead, the refusal of subjection to the Pope, and, 
imetead, clinging to the anthority of the Bible—all were distinetive marks of the early 
Obristian Charch. As Dr. Ebrard, of Eriangen, in Bavaria, shows in many sketohes, and 
a “ History” which is at ones eradite and attractive, original Christianity in the Pale- 
tinate, as elsewhere, was “ one and the same Church communion with that of the viri Dei 
or Irish Celi Dé. In the whole south and west (and, as we shall soon see, also in a great 
part of the north) of Germany before the ‘Apostle’* came, there was a flourishing, 
well-organized, Rome-free Church, whose bighest authority was the Holy Scriptures alone 
and whose doctrine was the message of the free, redeeming grace of God in Christ.” On 
the wooded slopes of Dissibodenberg, in the lovely Annweiler valley, and many other 
Those 
and ever-flowing streams had been dyed by the deep colours of 
human endurance, valour, and virtue; and the orests of the sable hills that rose against 
the evening sky received a deeper worship because their far shadows fell” over spots 
round which clusters interest from many of the noble and good. 

Among the most truly noble of men and princes, of any time or land, was | 
Frederick 11. of the Bavarian Palatinate. Early in the thirteenth century, this fair 
i was bestowed by the Emperor Frederick uu. on the Royal Bavarian family of 
Wi whose heir here, Otto, married Agnes, granddaughter of Henry of Bruns- 
, and sole heiress of the Palatinate through her grandmother, who was daughter of 
the first Elector-Palatine, Conrad,..brother of the celebrated Barbarossa. By this 
line Frederick, and, consequently, our own Royal House, descend from the earlier 
German Emperors ; bot they number also the Emperor ‘‘ Rupert of the Pfalz,” married 
to Elizabeth of Hohenzollern, among their direct forefathers. Giving, however, truer and 
more enduring imperial worthiness than the bighest on earth can count, was the nobie- 

| 

| 
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down under Popery. But his father being still devoted to Romanism, it was some time 
before Frederick ventured openly to declare his conversion. At last, shout 1546, when 
he became in 8 measure independent by being appointed to the charge of his brother-in- 
law Albert’s dominion of Bayreuth, he came forward as a professed Protestant. He could 
take no part in the war following the Schmalkalden League, bet he firmly opposed the 
“ Augsbarger Interim,” by which Charles v. wished to bring Protestants and Romanists 
together at the expense of the former and of God’s truth. ‘‘Sooner than accept such a 
compromise,” wrote Frederick at the time, ‘‘1 would, by the help and grace of God, 


Rome 

was, as it ever is, impossible, for though there are, undoubtedly, at all times those within 
the 

not 


the Papal pale who are Christians despite the error surrounding them, yet, as a religion, 
Romanism is more idolatrous than Christian, for worship is openly given to and 
saints rather than to God. In defence of trup religion, this Christian Prince did 
speak but as he was prepared to act, for his Protestant profession caused him both 
displeasure of the Emperor and of his father ; that of the latter deprived him of a portion ; 
of his income, which was small enough already, and he, his wife, and family, consisting 
now of ten children, were often in need even of necessaries! Much, however, as he and 
his devoted wife suffered, it never tempted them to draw back, bat they were ready to 
offer all for the honour of God. In the school of affliction, he was nerved for his hervic 
stand and noble confession of the faith later. ) , 


and appointed him to the governorship of the Upper Palatinate. In 1557, his father 
died, having, doubtless through the prayers and pious example of Frederick, come some 
time before to the knowledge of the true faith in Jesus, the “one Mediator between God 
and men.” His father’s change to Protestantism must have been « great joy to 


and 

dominions. Soon after, the good Otto Henry, who might be called 
Reformer of the Palatinate, dying childless in 1559, his nearest relative and heir 

Frederick, who succeeded him as Elector-Palatine. , | 

First of the Simmern branch of Electors, Frederick 

accession of his family to the throne by his outspoken adherence to “the faith of the 
Gospel,” and by his brave protection of the Haguenots and such as were persecuted for 
this “faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” His earliest effort after his 
arrival in his capital of Heidelberg was to try and restore union between the two parties 
into which Protestantism was, and stil] is, unhappily divided. Under the gentle rale of 
Otto Henry, and in his inability to cope with the strong-willed Lutheran superintendent, 
Hesshusius, the latter had, by his high-handed measures towards his other fellow- 
Christians, stirred up great strife. He who now, however, held the reins of power was 
of a different mould from his predecessor. Firm in character, Frederick was not one to 
permit his schemes to be frustrated by idle controversies, and he saw that while Rome’s 
formal unity but covered a mass of dissension yet, even thus, she had the advantage of 
Protestants who were really united in essentials, though quarrelling, in human fashion, 
too hotly over points which ought not to have hindered their agreeable co-operation, 
notwithstanding that complete unity of symbol and form was unattainable. “See that 
ye fall not out by the way,” is a Bible exhortation all would do well to remember ; it is 
not possible that we can all tread the same footmarks, but we may go on, each in his 
own path, bélpfully side by side, in that all true Christians have the one goal in view— 
viz., “to glorify God and to enjoy Him for ever.” Frederick’s constant entreaty to all 
the Protestant Princes and peoples was “to stand by one another as one man, and to 
speak with one voice for each other.” - ae 
Returning from the 1559 Diet in Augsburg, Frederick was sorely grieved to find — 
parties in Heidelberg raging at the bottest. Finding persuasion useless, he deposed the 
two men who headed the opposing sections ; but, not content with mere outward unity, 
he set himself to study how a real inner agreement might be established. Not only did 


4 
. “1 know,” said Frederick, during this period of trial, “that my God will not forsake 
me ;” and his trust in the Father in heaven was not in vain. His circumstances 
a Henry succeeded to the Electorate, 
3. Frederick, but, as little had yet been effected towards settling the Reformation, his 


| 


Jan 1, 1885.) EVANGELICAL. OARISTENDOM. 18 


Frederick seek an exposition of the points of difference from the amiable Melancthon, 
who was most fit for such « task, but with the thoroughness which was a leading festure 
in his character, he himself took up the stady of the whole subject, and, praying for the 
Holy Spirit's help, be spent whole days and the greater part of the nights comparing the 
Bible with theological works on both sides of the debated questions, One of bis old officials 
said he “ could boast that his God-fearing, pious master robbed himeelf of sleep, health, snd 
pleasure, so that he might search into truth.” The result was Frederick's own conviction of 


fessors Olevian and Ursinus were also great with Frederick, but most probably, as his 
Bavarian biographer remarks, ‘‘ the holy earnestness with which Calvinism surrounded 


As to Calvin, he was not the originator, but simply one of the great exponents of the system 
called since by his name; but he was a noble and saintly man of God, and we may 


to the Servetus affair, repeated researches have proved he had no partinit. Professor 
Henry M. Baird, in his able “History of the Rise of the Huguenots,” brings forward 
much and conclusive proof, which shows that it is “in evidence not only that Calvin did 
not burn Servetus, but desired him not to be burned, and made an ineffectual attempt 
to rescue him from the flames.” It is well known that, even as much as the Scottish 
Reformers, the excellent and godly fathers of the Church of England were at one with 
Calvin, and only circumstances caused its later divergence. 

Froderick’s change to Calvinism excited great anger in the bigoted Emperor and all 
the followers of the Pope; but even his Lutheran friends regarded it with strong 
disfavour. The general enmity was increased when Frederick to establish 
the church in the Palatinate more upon a Calvinistic basis, The Elector Otto Henry's 
life had not been long enough to perfect all the necessary reforms ; the school system, 
especially, called for further attention, which was fully given by Frederick, who was 
anxious to have a thoroughly effective and, also, a thoroughly religious school adminis- 
tration, for he shrewdly perceived that only thus could error be kept clear of, and it 
confirmed him in this when he marked the eagerness with which the Jesuits strove to 
get education into their hands. He richly endowed the University of Heidelberg, and 
spared no pains to make it a leading Protestant seat of learning ; and he established — 
what we know as “‘ intermediate” institutions in all the larger towns. Above all, 
wishing his people to be well grounded in the truth, Frederick ordered Ursinus to 
prepare a new Catechism, of which he himself carefully proved every sentence, and thus 


the truth of Oalvimiam, which was no little disappointment and mortifiestion to his wife 
and Lutheran relatives ; but the former loved him too dearly to continue to differ from 
him. especially as he submitted his reasons to her judgment which confirmed his. A 
disputation, which was, at the wish of the Latheran Princes, held in Heidelberg, between 
the differing theologians, only strengthened Frederick in Calviniam, for the texts brought 
against it seemed to him by no means The influences of the learned Pro- 
ee sympathy in such as the Elector, who was 
bimeelf from the beginning a very serious-minded and, in everything, God-fearing man, 
of firmest principle, and who held the pure and holy life of not less importance than 
heroism—recalling that of the martyrs of the carly ages—of which 
the Oalvinists of France and the Netherlands gave in those days such 
an example to the world. Such a man as Frederick pe rede ye with 
admiration when he saw these staking possessions and blood, honours, 
and country, courageously and joyfully, for the honour of God, seeing that thie was the 
leading sentiment of his own life. When the belief of the Calvinists was capable of 
bearing such glorious fruit, who can blame one like Frederick that he, in the face of the 
manifest and multiplied misconceptions of them, inclined to them with the favour of a 
special attraction!” One thing is noticeable—that, unquestionably, in proportion as the 
religion of nations and individuals has been more or less Calvinistic, so has been their 
rising and falling before Romaniam. This is well understood by Popery, and it propor- 
tionably dreads doctrines which have shown such victorious results against it; that this 
is incontestable historical fact should lead all to consider before lightly dismissing them. 
revere him also as the father of modern missions, for be was the first to suggest this duty, 
and actually caused several missionaries to go to Brazil, though they were unsuccessful. As 


- > 


persecution. The case looked very dangerous for Frederick, but though throne and life 

were at stake, like » true Christian hero, he went bravely on. Sore was it to him, asa 

lover of peace, that the Lutheran Princes took such a stand against him, and thus played 
the 


into the hands of their mutual enemy, the Pope, by whom, and by 


and Princes, the opportunity was instantly acted Upon. 


was prepared by the grace of God for all emergencies. 


A Diet was summoned to meet 
by the 


he found that, instead of giving explanations to auy remonstrances of his fellow Princes, 


it was demanded that he should sign this declaration 


at Worms was equal in importancs and the pious courage required. He began 
against the hasty judgment which hed been pronounced before he had been honed, 
andidly to the Emperor that, in questions of conscience and faith, be 
acknowledged only one Master, and He was the Ki of kings and Lord of lords. He 
said he had not diverged from the Augsburg Confession of 1540, and as it was 


not permit as to give entire, produced & powerful impression upon all. “ Fritz, thou art 
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| was the famous “ Heidelberg Catechism ” given to the world. This work waa, in reality, 
| one of the noblest confessions ever compiled, and all others since published in any land 
| owe much to it; but more than this, it was and still is » means of blessing to numerous 
souls. Frederick had grest strife on account of his Catechiam, but be successfully 
1 defended it, as being founded on the Word of God, and as not, consequently, differing in 
{ the main from the Augsburg Confession, by which Germany was then bound, and 
| | Protestant Prinoes of » declaration that should be req that he should 
. cease and remove “all reform” immediately ! As would have been speedily seen, this 
; | included more thao withdrawing merely from Calvinism, for it out st the root of 
| Protestantism generally ; bat Frederi upon him quite unexpectedly, 
a on pat under the 
. | 14, 1566, was the noteworthy day on which this Christian Prince was cited 
for “the hope of the Gospel” before the Emperor and Cardioal-Legate of 
; Rome, many other lesser Romish ecclesiastics, and his prinesly peers of Austeia aud 
Germany. But right nobly did Frederick show that his royalty was of “an earlier 
creation ” and higher source than man’s. Like Lather’s appearance in Worma, the events 
: of that past day in May were of the utmost importance to Germany, and, throagh it, to 
| & the world, and are bearing good fruit even now ; and, also, like Luther, Frederick stood 
slows, but mightier than man was with him, oven Jesus, strengthening hin, 
' ¥ When the wholly unlooked-for demand was made, Frederick requested a short period 
= for consideration, by reason of its being a matter of conscience. After an absence of a 
he Tetarned, in company with his chancellor and two of his counsellors, 
we eldest son, John Casimir, spiritual armour-bearer, cattying for his 
iathor the Bible which is “the sword of the Spirit,” that will yet conquee all the 
tu principalities and powers of darkness. The chancellor, Probus, intro juced the matter by 
| a few words, and then Frederick hi 
could tench him otherwise from the Scriptures, he was ready tc 
learn, as he had “‘ the highest confidence” in him. “ Should, however,” said Frederick, 
in conclusion, “this my submissive trust be disappointed, I console myself with the 
- ; certain promise given to me by my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in common with 
' those who believe on Him, that if I lose for His honour or Namo’s sake, it shall be 
; hundredfold repaid to me in the other world. And herewith do I commit myself humbly 
to your Majesty’s favour.” This 
) common feeling of the Protestant Princes, who began to seo that the Emperor and th. 
) Pope had detétinined evil against them all in the person of Frederick. The Romanists 
were enraged, for he had made no secret of his abhorrence 
is idolatrous sacrifice of wne Masts butthey could do nothing immediately against him, for 
e | : as Carlyle pithily observes, “ particular Heads, royal and other, meant for use in the 
| God had om any torme till the use ia had ;” or, in" | 
| words, God is “‘a shield unto them that put their trust in Him,” Frederick’s biographer, 
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for Public Worship declared, categorically, that 
an amendment on this point would never 
receive the higher sanction. Finally, after 
three weeks’ hard work, the new Constitution 
wae adopted with a large majority. 

In the old Prussian provinces, the legisla- 
tive work only belongs to the General Synod, 
which meets every six years. The provincial 
Synods have only to treat, or at least only to 
decide, on matters referring exclusively to the 
special province. Ifthe Upper Consistory asks 
their vote on questions of general interest 
which are to be laid before the General Synod 
hereafter, their vote is only consultative 
one. In the Brandenburg Synod the new 
hymnal was adopted. It would be too long 
to enter here into all the details of the debates. 
All the Synods were occupied with a proposi- 
tion of the Upper Consiatory on the income 
of the clergy. It was generally recognized 
that this income ought to be raised ; but the 
practical difficulties are great. Hitherto the 
State gives so much, that in each congregation 
which is too poor to pay itself, the clergyman 
receives as much as is necessary to make up 
an income of 1,800 marks at first, and of 
2,400 marks after five years’ service. But 
these payments give no legal right to demand 
them, and the House of Deputies must vote 


and be granted definitively, is one of the 
great wishes of our Church ; but in these 
things the Church can only express wishes, 
and it is doubtful whether the Chambers will 
grant what is necessary. The most important 
act was the election of the members of the 
General Synod, which latter body will 
meet again next year. Only in East 


BULGARIA. 
MISSION WORK AMONG THE BULGARIANS. 


Tue following letter from the Rev. Robert 
Th Phili 


popolis, bas reached us through the Rev. 

T. W. Brown, of the Turkish Missions’ Aid 

Society, and will be read with interest :— 
The Bi i 


Eastern Church Bishop has abundant oppor- 
tanity to judge thoroughly the character of 
the Catholic work. Yet what he said to our 
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: Prassia six members of what is called 
: the “Leh” were elected. Im all the 
| other provinces the chosen deputies beloag 
: the friends of the Positive Union, and the 
| Middle Party. These were elected in propor- 
3 tion to the number by which each party was 
. represented in the respective Synod. To gives 
proportionate representation tothe ‘‘ Liberals” 
was claimed by them, and taken into mature 
| 4 consideration. But that would have con- 
if ceded to the unbelievers the right in 
principle, and, therefore, it was not 
| done. 
The new military hymnal, prepared by the 
“a Church Conference at Eisenach, for which 
-2 the universal acceptance of the whole of 
; § Germany could not be obtained, has now 
| been introduced imto the Prussian Army. It ~ 
is to be hoped that the other German countries 
' The Rev. von Scaliimbach, who has worked 
in our midst since October, will leave Berlia 
; ' now after a three months’ stay, to pass the 
1 4 other half of his visit to Europe in different 
| this time, but his work was chiefly dedicated 
to further and increase the things he was en- 
abled to start during his stay two years ago. 
&| the means every year. That these endow- | The Young Men’sChristian Associations especi- 
‘ ' ments should lose their temporary character | ally felt the influence of his valuable advice, 
MW — visit inaugurated an extension of the 
| # wor How God blesses here every effort to 
| spread His kingdom is also felt by the City 
_ Mission. A new hall has been opened in 
the south-east of Berlin, and the city mis- 
| sionaries can always relate how well they are 
| received, and how they find true homage paid 
to God’s Word. 
E hearty welcome, and wish you would estab- 
7 lish some permanent work in this city. You 
Church) lately said a thing to one of our| Protestants make better men and women of 
: native pastors which, I think, may be worth | your converts than they were before; yet, 
remembering, The testimony may be useful | after becoming Protestants, they are as true 
some day. The pastor had gome to Adrian-| Bulgarians as ever. But the Catholic 
a | ople to see one or two “ friends” (as we call | converts are not a bit better people than we 
| our Protestant brethren and sisters) resident | are, and, instead of remaining Bulgarians, 
} there, and in the course of his visit he called | they become practically French or Italians.” 
P on the Bishop. In Adrianople the Jesuits have | The Pastor replied that he believed the 
. a College and Theological Institution ; so this | statement as to the national feeling was true, 
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the unanimity, the people replied: “We know 
pretty well by this time what the Scriptures 
teach, and now we are 
to see whether you live according to 
you do not, 
are only beautiful but empty words that have f 
i Another of our Pastors wrote to me recently k 
i - | Of certain conversations he had had in various — 
places, all of which brought out with painful " 
here. One of these conversations was with 
| some priests in Chirpan, of whom one was 
| man, asthe Pastor said, “not far from the 
it kingdom of God.” The Pastor spoke to 
: them of the great need of the nation having 
pr: good influences brought to bear on it, chiefly 
»| through the home, the school, and the 
, Charch ; and, as they were priests, he dwelt 
poor priests confessed, seemingly with 
i of shame and sorrow, that no good could be | 
hoped for from the Church; and when he 
go urged them to try to do something them- | 
x selves, they replied that they needed first to 
it be taught, as they neither knew the trath, . 
: nor how to bring it to bear on others, They | 
| gladly conversed with him for a long time, | 
He had noticed this all over his district, and and accepted his suggestions as to what they | 
at length felt constrained to ask for explana- should do, though evidently sceptical as to the 
tions im various quarters. With singular possibility of doing anything in their Church. 
MISSIONS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD. ; 
Tae Missionary Herald gives fall particulars of the expulsion of the missionaries from | 
Bailunda, in Western Africa, and their difficult and perilous journey to Benguela, Mr. 
Sanders says : “ Before we had been located in Bihé s month, a trader from the coast came | 
there. His business is rum-distilling. His purpose in coming to Bihé was twofold : to i 
collect some debts, and to drive us from the country. The first object had nothing to do i 
with us, and it is enough to say that he failed to collect. The second had much to do with 7 
us, and we were kept more or less informed of his mancavres. Foiled in Bihé, he started , 
for Bailunda, The Chieftain of Bihé sent « letter to me, saying that the trader had gone to if 
Bailunds to make trouble between Kwikwi and our folks. It seems that King Kwikwi long i 
resisted the crafty insinuations and urgent entreaties of the Portuguesé, trader, stoutly i 
refusing to believe evil of his ‘white children,’ He had, however, an untaught African’s | 
longing for rum, guns, ammunition, and cloth. The missionaries gave him only the latter, i 
and that by measure ; while the trader promised him a thousand yards of cloth to every one | 
they gave, and all the rum he wanted. To these delightful offers he added persistent 1 & 
sssurances that the missionaries were criminals who had been driven out from their own iF 
country, and wished to take Kwikwi’s ; that they wanted his life, and had a fetich which RE 
Cc 
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think it is important to know that the Government seems determined to secure individual 


- account of an attack on the church at Takahashi in Bitchiu, about half-way between 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 1, 1885. 


him word that if he expelled the missionaries 
sent an embassy of forty of her women, saying that if barm came 
These women sat down in front of the mission houses and gave 
‘ You teach our 


of the native Christians, Mr. Walker says : “‘ We hope 
disturbances will be over soon, and that they will leave the field in a much 
state. 

a good 


The example of our chapel-keepers and other helpers in staying in their 

influence on their neighbours.” 

the 
streets 


Chinese, in times of drought, to the images of their gods through 


of 
The leader was enraged that he could 
was furi up dust and sand, and throwing it on us. ~I asked the leader's name 
and place, and told him he would hear from the yamen about this affair. Just as I began to 
fear mob . 


us. We did not then fully realize 
was crowd earried pitchforks, ete, ; and 
two hours’ weary waiting in the hot sun, for crowd after crowd to pass out, we 


of terror for a few days. Officials could not arrest them, and women dared pot go on 
Of course in this state of feeling we could not expect many visitors, and we 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Church Missionary Intelligencer contains some interesting letters from Japan. 
Some instances are related of the hardships endured by the converts from the opposition of 
their neighbours. In connexion with this, the Rev. A. B. Hutchinson remarks: “ Next I 


freedom of conscience in respect to religion, as illustrated by the action of the police here, 
and also in another district, The Fukuyin Shimpo, a Christian newspaper, contains an 


Kiu-thiu and Orika. On July 6 (Sunday) in the evening, at eight, the usual service was 
being held, when some 2,000 people assembled. A bigoted Buddhist next door began 


20 
thet when they hed secured his confidence would in an army and make slaves of 
4 told all this, the chiefs were | 
“€§ by the trader. She had remained at the village be was absent on his 
a. so-called war, and she sent 
: them. To themselves she 
3 ) she ‘ would die with them.’ 
at length their rearons 
. children, you pay us for our work, you speak the truth, your little children have been born 
ie among us ; we do not want you to leave,’ was the sum of their address.” 
| Dr. Baldwin, writing from Foochow, in China, says: “ The effect of this French inroad 
; | on the fature bearing of the people toward foreigners remains to be seen. They are learn- 
| | ing to distinguish between nationalities, and the local government in its proclamations has 
been careful to say that the trouble is with the French only, and that there are no French 
| residents at Foochow. Many, too, know that our Government offered to mediate, and are 
| & impressed with the facts of our uniformly kind treatment of them during these many years. 
| All these things work for us, and the blessed Jesus, whose we are and whom we serve, will 
take care of us and of His own cause among these native churches, and the hundreds of 
| 
smal] companies, bearing 4 chair, we 
. their great dragon-god on an immense frame-work. We drove close 
stopped for the crowd to pass. But instead, the procession halted, and the 
[ us and ordered us to get down from our cart, out of reverence to the * great 
rain-god.’ ‘ 
. the time, but I am now confident it was of the Lord. A few more seconds increase 0 
‘ 
| 
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A part of the account of this exploratory expedition is given by Mr. Weinland, and is 


very interesting reading. sveging abt Pound sod 


Whisky 
to the 
whisky 
tained 
Aleut 
i he 
there was 
Company 
the 


not 


Until within a few years ago, 
efforts of the Alaska Commercial 


they 
and 
called ‘ quass.’ 


sugar, 
field, and the 
to each family proved fruitless, for if a man could 


sugar he desired, he could easil 
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MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 
a work, and especially notices celebration 
4 im those imbospitable regions. 
E: : “If we cast « glance at the spiritual 
-? Ff at the present time, we cannot fail to notice how 
made during these 150 yearn. Only « 
of the inhabitan™®. They appear 
F ; amd with regard to their spiritual life, 
bling grown-up children.” 
| remarks : “ Whilet our work at our 
| is carried on in weakness, and in some 
) appears to be opening for us in Alaska, 
SS The south-eastern part of this 
| | of the Presbyterian Church. Since Alaska 
; of the United States, the Mission of the 
: the western part of Alaska is left in 
a the States have hitherto seen their way to 
:: turned to our brethren in North 
i The Bethlehem Society of the U 
: the Heathen, in conjunction with the 
| = Division of the American Province, thereupon 
: inaugurate an exploratory missionary tour in the western pert of Alaska. 
’ Hartmann, then missionary at New Fairfield, and Br. William Weinland, a 
a graduating class of the Theological Seminary, were accordingly appointed to undertake this 
ft expedition. Should the report of the two explorers prove favourable, our American 
| a brethren intend next year (1885) to form a mission in this territory.” 
ad, having once become connoisseurs in this 
me excellent article be continued. The simovir | 
s used by the Aleuts also. It might be compared 
Perpendicularly through the centre there 
ween this and the outer wall is the boiler, 
bangs a small cup-shaped sieve, into which 
run through the sieve into a tumbler, and 2 
ment is the use of tumblers for tea-drinki 
necessity, but from preference, and the tea 
| A slice of lemon adds a good flavour. 
nds, so far as we could learn. Be it s 
| Company, that they sell n 
the natives. They have 
the power to do so. But if 
+ y complete his supp 
| oa rival Company has withdrawn, each family is allowed only or 
ie per week, and the result is that ‘ : 
4 
f The letters from the missionaries in China are fall of accounts of trouble. Writing 
: from Canton, the Rev. G. Hargreaves says: “The ill-starred month of September has 
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enough to make night-time hideous with their revels. The sound of their yells, 
chute in the night com be beard quite distance, and to often The day- 
school is well attended, at least half being grown-up scholars who, never having had school 
privileges, are anxious to learn to read and write, and stady eagerly when neqewary work 
does not prevent their coming. Praysr is asked for them. Their good behevidur, applica- 
tion to study, and the progress some are making is surprising. The Jndian women are kind 
and willing to listen, and say, ‘ That is very good, but it is strange to us’ 


ANNUAL WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL PRAYER, 
JANUARY 4—11, 1885. 


Tae usual West-end meetings will be held daily in Sramrwar Hatt, Lower Sermovun 
Sraeet, Porruan Square, commencing at 11.30 each morning. 

The following is the programme for the week :— . ) 

Monpay, January 5.—Praise and Thankagiving:—For the long-suffering love and 
faithfulness of God ; for His many answers to prayer graciously vouchsafed during the past 
year ; the gifts of His Fatherly goodness and mercy ; the general preservation of peace ; for 
the opening of all countries to the Gospel, and for the power of the Holy Spirit in its public- 
ation; also for the blessing which attended the recent International Conference at Copen- 
hagen.—Pealm Ixxxix. 1—29; Psalm cvii.; Isai. xi. ; Acts xiii, 26—28 ; Pealm Ixvili. ; 
Pealm cxxxiii. Chairman: Sir W. Morn, «0.8.1, 11.p. Address by the Rev. H. W. 
m.a., Vicar of St. Paul's, Onslow Square. | 

Turspar, January 6—Humiliation and Confession: —On account of national sins and 
the increase of lawlessness ; the non-recognition of God's judgments in public calamities ; 
unfaithfulness to God and His truth ; for transgressions ; the growth of infidelity 
and superstition ; desecration of the Lord’s-day ; with prayer that the Holy Spirit may con- 
vince of sin and lead men to repentance.—Dan. ix. 3—19; Isai. lvii.; Hosea xiv. ; 
Pealm li.; Lake xiii, 1—9, and from verse 24—36; Rev. ili, 14—22; 1 Oor. iii.; 


Deut. xxx. Chairman: Dowatp Maraeson, Esq. Address by the Rev. Donatp Mactzop, 
Minister of the National Scotch Church. 


Wepnespay, January 7.—Prayer for the Church of Christ :—That all believers may be 
filled with the Holy Spirit; that the unity of the Church of Christ may be manifested and 
brotherly love increase ; that the Churches may more deeply realize their responsibility in 
regard to increased evangelistic work among the masses; and that the Lord’s coming may be 
more earnestly looked for, That all pastors, evangelists, teachers, and workers may 
become fervent in spirit, diligent in their ministry, and faithful in preaching Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified ; for Sunday-schools; and for the better observance of the Lord’s-day.— 
Ephes. iii, 13—21; Jobn xiv. 15—27; 1 Thess. v.; 1 Cor. iv.; 1 Jobn iii. 16—24; 
John xvii. 14—26 ; John xx. 19—29; 1 Cor. ii, 1—8. Chairman: Col. Pucer. Address 
by the Rev. Arcurpatp G. Brown, Minister of the East London Tabernacle. 


THursDay, January 8.—Prayer for Families and Instructors of Youth :—That God’s 
goodness and mercy may not be withdrawn, and that the Word of God may run and be 
glorified ; that Christian parents may more fully recognize the obligation to train up their 
children in the fear of God ; that young people may be saved from intemperance, immorality 
and other sins ; for universities, schools, professors, teachers, and students for the ministry. 
—Matt. v. 1—16; Micah vi, 1—8 ; Malachi iii, ; Prov. xxiii. 12—26; Ephes. vi. 1—18; 
Prov. ix. 1—18 ; Deut, vi, 1—15; Prov. viii..12—36; Prov. xxii. 1—11. Chairman: 
Grorece Wuttams, Esq. Address by the Rev. Faeperic Gaexves, D.p., President of the 
Wesleyan Conference, 

Farpay, January 9.—For the Nations :—For rulers and governments, and all in 
authority ; for the prevention of war ; that all laws which favour vice and cruelty may be 
removed ; that wicked men and their conspiracies may be confounded, and loyalty and good 
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Street (arranged by the Young Men’s Christian Association), two meetings daily, at twelve 
and at one o'clock ; St. Paul’s, Onslow Square (Church Room), daily at five o'clock, but on 
clock ; Conference Hall, Eccleston Square, daily, Saturday 


arrange 
cate the results to the Secretaries of the Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London. It is 
specially desired to have a complete list of the places in foreign countries where meetings 
are held. : 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Tae usual monthly meeting of Council | Rev. A. G. Gristock, u.a., Hereford. 
was held on Thursday, Dec, 11; Donald Rev. G. B. Bennett, u.a, Hereford. 
: Rev. J. O. Hill, Hereford. 
Matheson, ~» in the chair. The Scrip- Rev. H. J. Tanner, Hereford. 
tures were read by the Chairman, and prayer Rev. H. Sykes, Hereford. 
was offered by the Rev. H. E. Brooke. Rev. C. H. Dearsley, 8.4., Hereford 
NEW MEMBERS. _ Thack wa , Hereford. 
iss Alice Hereford. 
The following persons were unanimously Mrs, Jancy, sara y 
admitted to membership :— Miss M. J. Tarner, Hereford. 
Rev. BR. R. Meadows, Dorchester Mus Jones, Hereford. 
Rev. Geo. Latham, Clapham. : Miss Thomason, Hereford. 
H. Thos. Woods, Esq., Streatham. Miss Jane Thomason, Hereford 
Harry , Esq., Worcester. Rev. F. W. Macdonald, Handsworth. 
, Worcester. E. Gane, Handsworth. 
Rev. J. 8. Foster, Worcester. Mrs, Be 
Rev. R. Thursfield, u.a., Worcester. D. 8. Hasluck, Esq 
Mrs. Thursfield, Worcester. Mrs. Haslack, Handsworth, 
Mrs. Brace, Worcester. Mrs. Wrenford, Newport, Mon 
Rev. C. B. Howell, Hastings. Rev. B. Brambam, Newport, Mon. 
Mrs. Xirwood, Hereford. Wm. Graham, Esq., Newport, Mon. 


Jan. 1, 1885.) EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 25 
citizenship prevail ; for soldiers and sailors ; for the removal of the opium traffic, intemper- 
ance, and the social evil ; and for the suppressicn of al! that is impare in art or literatare. — 
Keni, xl, O-—31; Tim. ii, 1—8; Ecoles. viii. ; Pealm exlvi.; Prov. xxiv. 156—26 ; 
Isai. xxxii.; Psalm Ixvili. 1—21; 2 Cbroa. xxix. 10—20, Obairman: Sir W. 

Sarurpar, 10.—for Missions, Home and Forvign :—For the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit and the spread of the Gospel in all lands ; for more labourers to be sent 
forth endued with power from on high ; for native Christians, that they may be established 
in the faith, and become more earnest in seeking the salvation of their countrymen ; for 
all missionaries ; for God’s ancient people Israel, and the conversion of many to the faith 

of Christ; for increased blessing to attend the circulation of the Scriptures, and the 
religious training of the young in missionary schools and colleges.—Joel ii. 23—32 ; 
John vii. 37—40 ; Jerem. xxxili. 7—26 ; Zeph. iii. 16—20; Rom. xi, 13—36,; Acts x. 
34—48, and xi. 16—18; Ivaiah Matt. ix. 35—38 ; 1 Them. ii. Chairman, J. H. 
ForpuaM, Esq. Address by the Rev. Bishop Tartor, of the Moravian Church. 

Collections will be made after each meeting. Special contribations are also invited 
towards defraying the large expenses necessarily incurred in promoting the observance of the 
Week of Prayer throughout the world. 

The South London Branch of the Alliance have arranged for meetings daily during 
the week : Metropolitan Tabernacle, Monday, at seven ; Lecture Hall, Wesleyan Chapel, 
Brixton Hill, Tuesday, at half-past seven ; Lecture Hall, Presbyterian Church, Clapham 
Road, Wednesday, at half-past seven ; Lectare Hall, Denmark Place Chapel, Cold Harbour 
Lane, Thursday, at balf-past seven ; the Schoolroom, St. Matthew's, Church Road, Brixton, 
Friday, at half-past seven ; the School-room, York Street Chapel, Walworth, Saturday, at 
half-past seven. The addresses will be given by the Rev. J. A. Spcreson, Rev. Huan 
Price Huonsgs, ua, Rev. D. McEwan, v.p., Mr. A. J. Anwouo, Rev. N. A. Ganrtanp, 
M.s., and Rev. P. J. Turquanp. 

Among the numerous series of meetings to be held in various parts of the Metropolis 
the following may be specially mentioned: Exeter Hall (arranged by the Young Men's 
Christian Association), daily, Saturday excepted, at one o'clock ; Conference Hall, Mildmay 
Park, daily, mornings at eleven, and evenings at seven ; Centenary Hall, Bi 
excepted, at half-past and t 
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DEPUTATION WORK. 


Frevp, c.8., paid a week's 
visit (from the 24th of November) to the 


Isle of Wight for the purpose of strengthen- 


ing and extending interest in the Evangelical | i 
Alliance and its operations, At Ryde, a/| j 


drawing-room meeting and a public one in the 
Odd-fellows’ Hall were held. General and 
Mrs. Carr Tate slso very kindly invited to 
their house, to meet the deputation, all the 
ministers of the various churches in the town. 
Mr. and Mrs. Holt Skinner -convened the 


drawing-room meeting, which was largely. 


a‘tended; and as an old member of 
Council, Mr. Holt Skinner gave an earnest 
testimony to the spirit of love in which the 
work of the society was always carried on. The 
public meeting was the United Monthly 
Prayer-meeting of the Ryde Branch of the 
Alliance. Two hundred or more members and 
friends were present, and the liveliest interest 
was felt in the address; an acovunt of the 
late General Conference at Copenhagen was 
also given. 


encouraging, and Mr. and Mrs. Thwaites set 
the example, which others followed, of giving 
their names to join the Evangelical Alliance 
as members. 

At Sandown, on the lst of December, at 3 


work at home and in foreign lands, also an 
account of the General Conference at Copen- 
hagen. The Rev. L. C. A. Mouton presided, 
and a liberal collection at the door witnessed 
to the warm interest which had been excited. 

Besides the meetings held for the Evan- 
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Newport (Mon.), 
a Mos. where drawing-room aad public meetings had 
Shiff- been held on behalf of the Alliance. 
The Counci) desired that their best thanks 
Bradbarne, Newport, Salop. be presented to ladies and gentlemen who so 
OBITUARY. 
lop. , the death of Findlay Anderson, 
of 
A letter was read from the Rev. J. D. 
Kilburn, of St. Petersburg, reporting that 
4 | arrangements are being made for the observ- 
DEPUTATION WORK. ance of the Week of Prayer in that city ; also 
4 Mr. Arnold reported, on bebalf of General | that a Saturday evening prayer-meeting is 
! a Field and himself, deputation visits paid by | regularly held, though the attendance is not 
+} the former to the Isle of Wight, and by the | large. 
: 
| Field visited Newport, and it was the first 
) en | time that any kind of meeting had been held 
n the town to receive an address on the sub- 
1 ect of the Evangelical Alliance. The Rev. 
H. G. Thwaites kindly presided in the Legh 
Richmond Hall, at 3 P.m., and althoagh the 
number of friends was not large, yet the feel- 
| ing manifested in favour of the society was 
in St. George’s Hall, Christian friends 
ae assembled, and General Field gave an address 
| 5 on the principles and progress of the Alliance 
ie 
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IRISH BRANCH. 

A werrive of Council of the Irish Branch | trim, Ballymena, Coleraine, Londonderry, / 
of the Alliance was held in Dublin early i Carrickfergus. Meetings have 
December. Colonel W. H. Noble nearly all these places, and large | 
The meeting was opened with reading th have been addressed by the 
Scriptures and prayer. Lord’s-day. Valuable assist- 

DEPUTATION VISITS. rendered by the Rev. J. G. 

The Secretary reported that since neumbent of Dundalk, and the | 
previous meetinz he had visited the foll right, Incumbent of St. Mary's, 
cities and towns in the North of Ireland t 
Dundalk, Armagh, Portadown, Lisburn, An meeting of the Belfast Branch 


~ 


A resolution was received from the Belfast 
Committee, drawing the attention of the 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN TURKEY. 


Tue following letter, which appeared in 
the Times of the 20th ult., will be perused 
with painful interest :— 

“TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘ TIMES.’ 


a certain Turkish 
teacher from the town of Neo Shehir, near 
Ceosarea, ‘ was on his way to Constantinople, 
together with his family and several of his 
pupils, for the purpose of going to a Chrie- 
tian land, in order to enjoy the privileges of 
Christian instruction, and freedom to profess 
openly the Christian faith.’ He seems to have 
changed his religion without the intervention 
of any missionary, but on reaching Marsovan 
he was provided with a letter of introduction 
(dated Oct. 23) from the American mis- 
sionary to the Secretaries of the Branch of 


J 


arrival here, and kept in close confine- 
ment. We know where they are, but can- 
not communicate directly with them. We 
have, however, definite reasons for believing 
that the discipline of semi-starvation is being 
used to them to terms. What other 
discipline is used is left to conjecture. The 


4 
3 28 EVANGELICAL OHRISTENDOM. (Jan. 1, 1886. 
was held on Monday, Nov. 10, in the Clarence | Council to the war at present going on 
Place Hall, Belfast ; Robert. Hamilton, Esq., | between the French and the people of Made- 
3.p, presided. Addremes were delivered by the gaecar, and expressing 
> Chairman, the Rev. D. Mullan, Rev. Dr. could be done, through the offices of 
°- Donald, Rev. Dr. Wright, and Dr. Barnett. the British Government, towards the restors- 
i The cordial thanks of the Council were tion of peace. 
: given to the Rev. J. G. Rainsford and the | After fall consideration, it wae decided to 
3 Rev. Dr. Wright for their kindness in ad-| communicate with the Council in London on 
vocating the cause of the Alliance. the subject, and to take whatever further 
KEW MEMBERS. steps might be deemed necessary towards the 
a The following persons were unanimously attainment of this object. 
. elected to the membership of the Alliance : re 
Mr. and Mrs. Warnack, Mr. Thos. McDowell, The arrangements for the observance of 
the Week of Prayer were considered and 
cCaughan, Mr. Beattie, Mr. George thorized Council 
) Chemey, Mr. 8. J. Macartney, Mr. John by the ° 
| Allen, Mr. Moses Ervine (Ballymena), Mr. OBITUARY. 
: Robert Garrett, Rev. J. L. Bigger, s.p.,Mr.| The Secretary reported that since the 
T. G. Perry, Rev. Samuel Hollingsworth, Mr. | previous meeting two of the oldest and 
| i John Stevenson, Rev. J. L. Rentoul (Lisburn), | warmest friends of the Alliance in Ireland 
ae Mr. Robert Greer (Londonderry), Mr. Alex- | had been called away—Mr. James Alexander 
| b | ander Williams, 3... Rev. W. J. Jackson, | and Mr. William Cochcane, both of Limerick. 
if u.a., Mr. George Baine (Larne). They had been members of the Council since 
1 The following gentlemen were unanimously | the reorganization of the Irish Branch, and 
nominated members of Council: Rev. J. L. | till the Jast had taken a deep interest in its 
| = Woods, Dublin ; Mr. Thomas A. Ferguson, | proceedings. The Secretary was requested to 
' Limerick. convey to Mrs. Alexander and Mrs. Cochrane 
MADAGASCAR. their sincere sympathy in their bereavement. 
prayer. 
“ Sir,— We are frequently reminded that 
\ religious liberty in the Ottoman Empire is 
Gbps guaranteed by existing treaties, and for 
some time past there has been little cause 
to question the statement. But a case has 
just been brought before the Evangelical 
Alliance, the particulars of which I trust 
' you will -permit me to mention in the 
columns of the imes. 
case seems to be one of religious persecution 
pure and simple, and in flagrant violation 
a of the Treaties of Paris and Berlin. .. . 
” 3 We have been unable to secure any direct 
mii communication with these men, although in 
former religious persecutions.of Turks who 
became Christians, either in 1864 or 1875, 
| we were allowed freely to see the men in | 
Re - their place of confinement. But we have 
learned indirectly that, seeing at Samsoun 
Sa that he was likely to fall into the hands of 2} 
er} the Government, he placed his family im - 
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must ing Christ, 
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| —righteousness—love. 
} point out to usa nobler 
‘ transcending human thc 
personality, such perac 
greater than ours, that | 
| | which to express it,”’ ir 
the Christian Theist ; li 
because there is som 
i personality, it does not [the 
t is lost, but that our 7 
by something greater. 
includes the less. Seoc St 
the previous statement, th ite such 
b Infinity includes both qu human 
te Bat if so, then this en e for ott 
thing about itself. jon and 
[ has come in the name < the life, the death, and the 
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Nineteenth Century, Jan. 1884, p. 12. 
+ “The Agnostic Annual,” 1884, 96. 


GOD'S OMNIPRESENCE AS RELATED TO MAN’S CONDUCT. 


No fact in Holy Writ is stated in sublimer 
than that of the Divine Omnipre- 


conceived of the Divine essence as universally 
diffused, He saw God everywhere. In the 
utmost borders of the sea, in hell, in heaven, 
in the darkness, in the light, wherever he could 
in imagination place bimeelf, he felt con- 
strained to exclaim: “Thou compasseth my 
path and my lyingdown. . . Thou hast beset 
me behind and before.” And then, as if 
despairing to find one spot in the universe not 
pervaded by the essence of the great Unseen, 
he exclaims: “ Whither shall I go from Thy 
Spirit ; or whither shall I flee from Thy pre- 
sence?"’ And God's response to this sublime 
inquiry is, in the words of Jeremiah: “ Can 
any hide himself in secret places, that I shall 
not see him? . . . Do not I fill heaven and 
earth? saith the Lord.” 

Charnock says that when men asked Basil, 
“ How shall we do to be serious ? ” he replied: 
“Mind God's presence.” To their inquiry, 
“How shall we avoid distractions in service 7” 


which the mysterious fact of God’s Omnipre- 
sence should occupy in the lives of men. They 
resolve it from the sphere of metaphysical 
speculation into the realm of experience. It 
is doubtless lawful, if not profitable, to hold 
it 
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repentance 

for evidences of love and faith in a royal sub- 
ject. The Omnipresent One is seeking, not to 
destroy, but to save. David seems to have 
taken this view when he said affectionately to 
Him who encompassed “ his path,” “Thon hast 
beset me behind and before, and laid Thy hand 

me.” One of the old commentators in- 
terprets the term beset by the military word 
besiege, and thinks the Psalmist looked upon 


on 
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imto our manufactures, no dishonesty into | purity and good-will in the social circle, and 
commerce, mo corruption into politics, no/| in towm and city life; yea, there would be | 
wrong into international intercourse. With|a healthful and health-giving influence _ 
this golden band encircling all“ Jeeus is | throughout the world. A perfect sociology 
Lord "—there be peace in the heart, | will be attained when all acknowledge Jesus 
light in the / dwelling, love in the family, Christ as Lord. | 
sence. 
was that of a universal Sovereign manifesting 
His personality most gloriously from His throne 
in heaven, but not having His presence limited, | 
, like that of a human monarch, to the place | 
which held His throne. On the contrary, he | 
profligacy and 
he responded: “Think of God's presence.” | petually with me, that though I could escape 
To the question, “ How shall we resist tempta- | the eyes of men, I certainly could not the eyes 
tions ?”~he answered : “ Oppose to them the | of God.” 
presence of God.” The restraining effect of this great concep- 
These responses of Basil illustrate the place | tion is heightened if the thought of God's pre- 
sence is associated with that of the love which 
beams in His observing eye. That eye is not | 
hard, cold, threatening, and repulsive, like that ; 
of an austere, pitiless judge seeking to con- | 
demn and punish ; but soft, tender, and pitiful, | 
like that of a benignant monarch, looking for | 
take in the vast conception of the infinite | 
essence diffused throughout infinite space, in 
and about everything, yet separate from all 
things. It may be right to hold it before the 
imagination until, catching glimpses of its | 
sublimity, one’s soul is thrilled with inexpress- 
ible emotion. But its true, its highest use : 
is to keep it before the conscience and the 
affections. To so realize the thought that ) 
God is above, beneath, and around one, as to | 


Tn fact, be can 


to save | only escape impressions from God's 


with | way be will, behind or before, within or with- 


by wilfully closing his eyes, stopping his ears, 


sive rhetorical statement of t 


wht from out, he sees the Omnipresent. 
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the Secretaries 


be made payable to the order of either of 
B., and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


Remittances may 


(Lieut.-General Field, c. 
Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 
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3 himeslf as a soul besieged by the by the 
A seeking to subject him to this law . his 
. righteousness. This exegesis may y of H 
% by some critics, but the thought is death 
and in substantial accord with the 
| both the Old and New Testaments. 
| pose of our divine environment is at 
that which brought the incarnate C 
heaven and earth, even to seek « 
| the lost. 
ai What is this 
‘, God is constantly and in various 
) pressing His personality upon the hu 
) His existence He bas written inc 4 
ite institutions His righteousness is 
_—) | as with a pen of iron in 
rates that human 
indissolubly joined to rig 
a “wages of sin is death 
i is also proclaimed in 
which smites th 
him that retributic 
fatare. His goodness is peace, rove, ana puri 
CONTRIBUTI OVEMBE 
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